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By BE T’I‘Y ¢4 ARLOR
A Hazleion native who served
for 14 years as an officer in the
U.S._ Central Intelligence Agency
fas turned his life in the espionage
_prefession into a suspenseful novel.
In “The Rope Dancer,” Viclor

3

-

.to be an zgent for a super-sceret |
organization. R
The book by the 41-year-old Mar-
chetti, now a resident ©of Oakton,
Va., officially will be published
by Gwsce', and Dunlap, Inc. of
New York Thursday.
~ The novelist, who'former]y lived
&t 137 N. Wyoming St., is the son
-of Victor Marchetti, also residing
-in Oakton, and of the late Martha
Marchetti. He is matried to the
Jorier Bernice Baran, Beaver
Meadews. -
Was S§.8 Carrier
_ - Mavchelti, once a carrier for the
. .f‘,tanc‘:ard.Spcakcr,- joined the CIA
An 71935 and | atfained the rank
equivalent of a full colonel. He
'spent the bulk of his career work-

as an analyst of military dev elop
‘ments, moving up the organiza-
¢ional ladder through asswnmmts!
“in research, operations, currentl
intelligence and natienal estimates,
. He finally entered CIA manage-
mnnt where he was execulive as-.
sistant to the Deputy Director and’!
special assistant to the Executive:
Dirvector and assistant to the Chief
of Plannmf Programming and
Budgeting., ‘
Sees CIA Out of- Qtep

Alter a few years of working
and watching at the “executive
level, Marchetti came to the con-.
clision that U.S. Intelligence is:
‘teo  affluent, too burcaucratic,
Aamazmdly mﬂffxcmnt and inef fec-

tro! and directon and generally
oul’ of step with the times and
nceds of the nation. Because of his
~eventnal disillusionment with  its
policies and his eritical attitude 1o-
ward its bmeaucraq he resigned:
from the CIA in 1969 and turned|
to Wmmg! )’wtxon

tive, unbelievably lacking in con- -

- ing the novel as his medium.

L:ﬁ

effort. Another title.for t"e fao rh all
thriller by the ex-CIA officer conldjt
be “Top Secret: The Nice Cuy
Next Door is a Sﬂvznt Agent”
To Hhis nelghbms in  subwban?
Washington, Paul IFranklin, the

Marchetti tells what it’s really like main chal'wctm in the novel, is a. ing

good fellow—devoled 1o lﬂs two:
rambunctxous sons, -oj?l hush '1"(1
to hiz atfractive wife Nauncy. To:
espionage opord{'ivns on fwo con-
tinents, he is onz of histery’s top
spics, tladmg vital U.5, secrets for
unprecedented swns -and switching
his allegiance as fast as jeis can
take fim to East Berhn “nd Iu"“:-
Cow. T
Trachks Doudle Life -~ .
In “The Rove .Dancer,” . Mar-
chettl tracks Paul's doubie Jif2 and
shows how.a top intélligonce cof-
ficer can sinuggle U.S. secrets un-

der the very noses of the highest-:

ranking . Ameucan mtelh'~enc of-
ficials,

From (he mom’>m ( at P ml‘ c‘»i-

_fects to the Comnunisis, Lis lvfn1
ing-on the Soviet problem largely becomes a dance with danger,’

leadmg to clandestine me umos
with the intriquing Vefa; his So-;
viet case officer, Yuri; and even;
with the head of the infamous So-|
viet XXGB.
.Whﬂe honors and ot
are cxetly heaped upon him in!
the Kremlm, Paul is threatened|
by bmrayal from within lho Cnm-
munist forces apd by the vicious'
pincer movement of U.S. cocunier-
espionage, masterminded by the
wile Wellington. As the pressures
build against him, Paul finds him-
seli walled in by a suspicious ac-
cidental death, the nervous break-
down of a key agency seeretary,
and by out-in-out murder.
Although Marchelti did not scek
to writé an expose of the CIA, he
has told a realistic and 1evealmc
story of how the agency works, us-

her rewards)

“The

Rope Dancer,” however, is not an
ordinary eapignage story. In many
respects, it is the most realistic
spy novel {o be produced since
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K: yimes Bond Act

s

tastic Jarizs Bond doing silly and
n*mo sioly things, nor is he the
usual me;;y sopnisticated gentle-
Yman rras’er spy of so many Bri-

*{ish murder mystew’s masgquerad-
as’ espiopage mnovels. Paul

s Prank’in §s typiecal of the kind

e who really do work in th
“3nrelijgence business, and this is
i what sets tne novel apart from the

others. :

Most spy stoucs are \\mtten by
men and women who wouldn't re-
eogniza a real spy if they tnppﬂd
over one. “The Rope Dancer” was’?
authoved by a former professional,

who also happens to be a native
oi this area.

Marchsiii admits the chunctnrs
and sitvations, "“.hov:fh fictional;
arg drawn {rom ]m. in the cspion-
age pxmes,zm C It - vefleets, he
¢ says, ‘‘what one sees and le:un
when working in the execulivg
isuite of a super-sccret agency. |

! |
“1hserushing hurden of clandes-

'nmty {ize pnlmcal maneuverings

ard hypoerisy, ‘the burcaucratic
drudzery — these ars poxtr'\vcd as

honas Lly and realistically as is pos-
sible in a work of fiction. After
years in the tra dd and after having
read hendreds of imitation spy
stories, T waunted 10 tdl it llh" 1t
it really i3.”

; “me 'xushlxtmr’
The Ioznmx Cia «gent feels that

t

'spies are frutratingly ordmary at]
times and dazzingly extraordinary;
ion occasion. They may appear to
ibe simple-type pcoglh in their ev-
'eryd'zy life, he says; but they may
actually be rebels who strongly de-
test their own rebellionsness or ro-

mantics -capable of extreme ruth-
lessness and even cruelty.

In an early review, John Barcum
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Norih Laurci Streat, and wa

uated from Fazlelon High School, )
where he played foctball and was

Street.
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sritical 'maly% of the U.S. intelli-

- The L.so is no Cashing and fan " ey vay in Mew York and

°ence system. Megetiations also
elsewhare relnrding foreign, pa-
perback and raovic rvights fo1 “.The

Rope Dancer.” ,

EuS Gl ad
The author, whe expects to visit
zleton estly tuis fall, attended
Tririry  Porochial - School,

s grad-

active in dramatics.

His father, uncle and grand-

father operated Marchefti’s Plumb-

North Wyoming
?
After aftending the Hazleton
-Campus of the Pennsylvania State
T»Ia*‘-'
chetti went to.live in New York
' Greenwich Village for a year ant
took classes at NYU. He thu
‘moved on to Paris, where he e'J~

ng and Heating,

vol'ed at the Sorbonne. .

The former local man joined t"l“
U.S. Army in Germany in 125
and was asigned to ;Llcl‘wc“r'
duties on the East German border.
Two years later he was discharge?:
there. Marchetti weni back ftc
Paris, then to New York and {mz\k
1y relarned here to marry Ber nics
Baran, who is the daughter of M¥s.
Arrp  Baran, Bcaver Meadows,:

nd of th> late Wassil Baran. .

A"cr cight years of wen’lermf‘
ondering, Marcheiti 1c1(r
enrolled again at Penn Sia te

YT ,(
jeiie

;he
and attained a college d.ploma, 1
‘work with the Central Juielligenc::
! Agency {ollowed. :

Mr. and Mrs. Marchetii are the’
perents of three sons, the eld
of who plays fooibali at Qak
High School. They live outsiae 4

village of Oakton, rear Vienuz.!
a., a suburb of the nationT!
capital.

of the Saturday- Review Synchcatel
wrote ihat “The Rope Dancer” is
so realistic and so well plotied that

one can only hope it is not true. '

Although the spy thriller is Mar-
chetti’s first writing effort, he has
comp 1ete(1 the first draft of anoth-

\\olk on a non- flmon hook —
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